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BROWN CITY JH BAND SYLLABUS 
 

Junior High Band Course Description 
The junior high band is open to students in grades 7-8 who have successfully 
completed fifth and sixth grade bands, or their equivalent.  Emphasis is placed 
upon the development of music skills learned in the elementary bands.  Junior high 
band is a performance-oriented academic class.  Due to the cooperative learning 
environment, students must sign up for the entire year.  Any exceptions must be 
approved by the director.  
 
Grading is based upon attendance at required performances, and grades from 
playing tests, written tests and assignments. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Being a part of a music program requires teamwork.  In order to work together 
effectively, we must all follow the same guidelines.  This syllabus will provide you 
with information important to both parent and student.  Please take the time to 
read through the syllabus carefully.  Participation in this ensemble indicates that 
you understand the policies of the band program. 
 

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 
 Our classroom is a place of learning.  You should come to class with 

your instrument, music, a pencil, and any other items necessary.  It is 
your responsibility to keep your instrument in working order at all times.  
You should also be attentive during instructional time and give your best 
effort at all times. 

 Our classroom is a safe environment.  Each student deserves to feel 
safe expressing his or her thoughts and feelings in our classroom.  There 
will be no taunting, put downs or teasing.  Student language is expected 
to appropriate at all times. 

 Our classroom is a place of respect.  As a teacher I will treat each of 
you with respect.  I expect that you will treat me, a well as each of your 
classmates, with the same respect.  Be responsible for yourself and your 



actions.  I also expect you to be honest and trustworthy.  We will also 
treat the classroom, its contents, and the rest of the building with respect. 

 No gum, food or drinks are allowed in the classroom, except 
bottled water. 

 No cell phones during rehearsal. 
 

GRADING 
To earn credit for each semester students must pass 2 of the 3 grades used to calculate the 
semester grade (2 marking period grades and the exam grade).  Students must also have an 
overall average semester grade that is passing using this formula: each marking period weighted 
40% and the exam weighted 20%. 
 
Students will be informed of both playing and written tests before they occur.  
Assignments will be assigned according to classroom content.  Following is a 
description of graded activities. 
 
Playing Tests (20 points each) 
Playing tests give students a chance to show improvement.  If a student is not 
satisfied with a grade received on any of those tests, they have until the end of 
next to last week of the marking period to make it up.  They may play the test 
until they are satisfied with their grade.  I want them to do well and be the best 
they can be. 
Assignments/Projects (points vary) 
Students may be assigned various projects that align with their current music 
literature.  These assignments may be written, computer based, or of a 
presentation nature.  
Equipment (100 points per marking period) 
Students will be responsible for having their instrument and music in class when 
needed.  They will be given one chance for grace, and each successive infraction 
will result in a loss of 5 points.  The count will start over at the beginning of each 
marking period. 
 
Performances 
  
On time: 100 points Tardiness: Loss of 1 point for every minute late 
 
Performances are the goals we spend time preparing for.  Each student is 
required to attend all performances.  Only emergencies will be excused the day 
of and allowed to be made up by preparing an assignment.  To excuse an 
absence, I must receive notice from home at least two weeks prior to the 
performance date.  Of course, illness and family emergencies will be excused.  
Going out to dinner or planning to go to the mall is NOT an emergency.  If you 
have made family plans that cannot be changed, please notify me as soon as 
possible!  Conflicts such as these may require a parent/teacher conference. 



All students are an important part of the team and are needed.  Please 
take a close look at the schedule for the year to be aware of our 
commitments.  Dates for performances will be made available as soon as they 
are determined. 

 
UNIFORMS 

CONCERT BAND:  
A school shirt will be provided for each student for concerts.  All students will be 
required to obtain the following uniform parts on their own: Black pants/skirt,  
black dress shoes and black socks/brown or black hose for concerts.  
Please make sure each student has these items.  It is imperative to look the 
same for most performances.  Please note: pants/skirt must be school 
appropriate and not contain rips or holes. 
 
Brown City Days parade:   
All students will be provided with a summer uniform shirt. 
 
* Students need marching lyres and flip folios to hold their music while 
marching.  These may be purchased through the school when needed. 
 
* ALL SCHOOL UNIFORM PARTS MUST BE TURNED IN AT THE END OF THE 
YEAR.  PARADE SHIRTS MUST BE TURNED IN CLEAN. 
 

MATERIALS 
Occasionally band students (or their parents) will need to purchase 

materials/supplies for band.  This includes items such as books, reeds, cork or 
slide grease, valve or rotor oil, polishing clothes, cleaning tools, step-up 
mouthpieces, etc.  The list is endless depending on the student’s level of 
interest. 

Port Huron Music Center comes to the school on a weekly basis to deliver 
supplies and pick up repairs.  The school receives an additional discount for most 
items.  If you wish to purchase supplies through me, come to me before or after 
school, or right at the beginning of class.  You may also use the order envelopes 
in the magazine rack.  Please, no I.O.U.’s!!! 
 

INSTRUMENTS 
 All musical instruments should be cleaned regularly.  They are expensive 
and delicate and should be treated with care. 
 The school can only provide a few of the larger instruments.  
Percussionists need to own their own snare sticks.  Band instruments owned by 
Brown City Schools should be treated with extreme care, as they must last many 
years.  Any student damaging or neglecting a school owned instrument will be 
held accountable for repairs or a replacement instrument. 



 All musical instruments occasionally need repair.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to have their instrument in good working order at all rehearsals.  If 
your instrument is being repaired, keep your mouthpiece, reeds, and ligature 
with you so you can borrow another instrument (from the school) to use during 
class.  You must receive permission before borrowing an instrument! 
 By eighth or ninth grade it would be helpful if students were no longer on 
beginning instruments.  If you choose to purchase a step-up or professional 
model instrument, I would be glad to assist you. 
 

HOW TO CONTACT ME 
Thank you for taking the time to read this syllabus.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, feel free to call or email.  Your input is welcomed and encouraged. 

 
CONFERENCE PERIOD:  4th Hour and after school 
 
PHONE:  (810) 346-4700 ext.41090   

(Please leave a voice mail if I am not in the office) 
 
 EMAIL: erayba@browncityschools.org 
 
www.browncitybands.weebly.com 
 
http://facebook.com/browncitybands 
 
To join Remind for JH Band: Enter this number: 81010 
     Text this message: @6a6ck7d 
 
Sincerely,  
Liz Rayba 


